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Musical	Substitution	Cipher	Worksheet
Part	1:	Chromatic	Scale	Substitution	Cipher	Key:
Note:	The	mapping	fol lows	the	chromatic	scale	upward	by	half-steps	unti l 	al l 	26	letters	are	covered.	This	is	one	substituion	cipher
possibi l ity	of	many	that	are	possible.

Engl ish	Alphabet

Chromatic	Scale

A B C D E F G H I J K L

&

M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

&

Part	2:	Try	Your	Name
Use	the	key	above	to	encode	a	name.

Example:	SARA

&
Write	Your	Name.	Feel	free	to	use	dirrent	rhythms	for	each	note	if	you	want:

&

Part	3:	Decode	a	Short	Phrase
Use	the	key	above	to	decode	the	notes	below:

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

œ œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ# œ œ#

œ œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ#

œb

œ
œ

œ

œ œ# œ# œ# œ œ#
œ

œ# œ#



H E L L O, J A Z Z!

&

Part	4:	Embedding	in	Real	Music
Your	encoded	notes	don't	need	to	stand	alone!	You	can	hide	them	inside	a	musical	phrase	by	surrounding	them	with
"normal"	notes.	Remember	to	let	the	register	of	the	notes	guide	you	in	phrasing	and	rhythm	choices.

Example:
Medium	Swing

. > >

^

.
>

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .̂ > .̂

&

Embed	your	coded	message	in	a	musical	phrase:

&

˙ œ œ œ ˙ ‰ œ
j

œ# œ# œ œ# œ œ#
œ ˙ ™

Œ
œ#

‰
œ
J

œ œ# œ œ

2


